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The response from the Scottish Government is not unexpected as it mirrors the 

response I received from Derek Mackay MSP.  

It is however disappointing as it seems to again miss the point of my petition in the 

first place. 

Firstly, it was noted in the submission that since most local authorities interpret the 

legislation as allowing payment over 12 months the Scottish Government has no 

plans to amend the Regulations.  I find this approach- ‘you/most people are ok so it’s 

not as important’- quite depressing. I don’t need blood yet I give it as it will help other 

people- equally I can now pay my council tax over 12 months but 29% of Scottish 

eligible households still can’t. The fact that other councils interpret the law differently 

is unlikely to be much comfort to them. 

Secondly, the submission notes again that the Scottish Government ‘…consider the 

administration, and the interpretation of the relevant law, as being matters for 

individual authorities..’ 

In answering this I would like to refer to Johann Lamont MSP’s comment in the 

March 2017 official report which accurately describes my position-“ I get the sense 

that, so far, the Scottish Government has said, “That’s the way it is. It’s not a matter 

for us,” and local authorities have said, “It’s a matter for regulation.” We need proper 

clarification of the situation…” 

The response from the Scottish Government is simply a continuation/regurgitation 

from what I have already received and adds nothing for clarification except to say 

that there appears to be no specific why it is 10 months rather than 12 from their 

perspective. 

I would also like to refer to Brian Whittle MSP’s comment- ‘… I agree that it is a local 

authority issue, but local authorities obviously work within a framework, and the 

responsibility for that lies in this place. I would certainly like to understand the 

reasons for the differences that the petitioner indicates, because undue pressure is 

being put on some council tax payers but not on others. I would like to understand 

why that is the case before going any further on the petition’ 

Mr Whittle accurately notes that local authorities work within a framework, the 

responsibility of which lies within the Scottish Government, yet the Scottish 

Government, in my view, does not appear to want to take on that responsibility. 

If it is really all up to the local authorities and the Scottish Government wants no say 

in it then should I be petitioning the Scottish Government to scrap all council tax 

regulations altogether instead? The answer to that is likely no-but why? If it is to 

ensure a level of fairness/guidance then it is in need of revision as it is not clear. A 

good question to perhaps also ask is why England took the decision it did to change 

the Regulations, presumably it was for a purpose? 



There are many instances of laws and regulations that have no clear black/white 

lines- where it is down to interpretation, or where mitigating circumstances can blur 

the lines between what is permissible and what is not. These sorts of circumstances 

are inevitable when dealing with complex matters. However, this is all the more 

reason to ensure that where Regulations can be clear and concise then they should 

be, especially when there are no apparent downsides to such clarification but clear 

benefits. 

I note that at the time of writing we are still awaiting a response from COSLA, 

perhaps this will provide a more comprehensive and useful insight to help 

understand this issue. 

Thank you for your time in reading this response. 

 


